Victor Frankenstein audition

Scene Twenty Four
Victor ascends Mont Blanc. A snowy wasteland, high in the Alps.

Victor: Are you here? Where are you? Are you here?

His cape billows in the howling wind.

Where are you? Show yourself, you monstrous thing!

There is a sound like a great exhalation of breath, as the glacier shudders and shifts.
Through the snowstorm the Creature is suddenly visible, standing very still on the ice. He makes a great leap towards Victor.

My God! Muscular coordination - hand and eye - excellent tissue - perfect balance! And the sutures have held! I failed to make it handsome, but I gave it strength and grace.

Victor circles the Creature. The Creature swivels to keep an eye on him.

What an achievement! Unsurpassed in scientific endeavour!
God, the madness of that night - the heat, the sweat, the infusions, the moment when I saw it crawl towards me, and I - and I-

Creature: You ran away.

Victor: What?

Creature: You abandoned me.

Victor: (stunned) It speaks!

Creature: Yes, Frankenstein. It speaks.

Victor: You know my name?

The Creature hands Victor the tattered journal.

Scene 25

Victor waits. He hears again, distantly, the terrifying breath of the glacier. Victor senses that the Creature is observing.
Elizabeth enters.

Elizabeth: Your father tells me you are leaving us. Why, Victor? Why must you go to England?

Victor: Because in England they are at the forefront of electro-chemistry. I've heard of real breakthroughs by vitalists, galvanists. I must go and see for myself!

Elizabeth: And for that, you'll put off our wedding?

Victor: Yes! It's critical for my experiments.

Elizabeth: What are your experiments?

Victor: I'd say they're beyond a woman's scope.

Elizabeth: Which part might be beyond my scope?

Victor: All of it, actually.

Elizabeth: Are you suggesting I'm less intelligent than you?

Victor: Yes. I mean - less educated.

Elizabeth: That's hardly my fault. I wasn't allowed to go to school! But I can learn. I could be your assistant.

Victor: What is a Voltaic pile? A Leyden jar? Electric eggs?

Elizabeth: You know perfectly well I don't know. What is a voltaic pile?

Victor: It's for storing an electrostatic charge. 
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