Elizabeth audition

Scene 25

Victor waits. He hears again, distantly, the terrifying breath of the glacier. Victor senses that the Creature is observing.
Elizabeth enters.

Elizabeth: Your father tells me you are leaving us. Why, Victor? Why must you go to England?

Victor: Because in England they are at the forefront of electro-chemistry. I've heard of real breakthroughs by vitalists, galvanists. I must go and see for myself!

Elizabeth: And for that, you'll put off our wedding?

Victor: Yes! It's critical for my experiments.

Elizabeth: What are your experiments?

Victor: I'd say they're beyond a woman's scope.

Elizabeth: Which part might be beyond my scope?

Victor: All of it, actually.

Elizabeth: Are you suggesting I'm less intelligent than you?

Victor: Yes. I mean - less educated.

Elizabeth: That's hardly my fault. I wasn't allowed to go to school! But I can learn. I could be your assistant.

Victor: What is a Voltaic pile? A Leyden jar? Electric eggs?

Elizabeth: You know perfectly well I don't know. What is a voltaic pile?

Victor: It's for storing an electrostatic charge. 

Elizabeth: Oh, please, take me with you! It sounds so exciting!

Victor:  I will go first to Oxford, and spend several months at the University. Believe me, there's nothing exciting about that.

Elizabeth: I don't care! I'll come.

Victor: I'll be in the library all day.

Elizabeth: I'll be as quiet as a mouse. Let me come!

Victor: Subsequently I'll travel to the islands of Scotland - barren rocks in a barren ocean. It is, I am told, an awful place.

Elizabeth: I don't care! We'll be together!

Victor: Elizabeth - it's no situation for a woman –

 Elizabeth: What, and you think this is? The world is turning, and I'm sitting in Switzerland, watching it! I know it's picturesque, the mountains, the lake, but it's so quiet it's oppressive, and the people are dull. I want to go to Paris, Rome, America! I want to talk to you about your work, about the world, about music, politics, everything!

Victor: I have no interest in music or politics.

Elizabeth: Have you any interest in me?

Victor stares at her intently.

Victor: You are beautiful. You will make a beautiful wife.

Elizabeth: Victor! What do you think I am? A specimen?
May I ask you something? I want to have children. Do you want to have children?

Victor: Yes, of course, I –

Elizabeth:  Do you want to give me children?

Victor: God willing. Yes I do.

Elizabeth: I've waited and waited.

Victor: It will soon be over. Just let me finish my work. If only I could tell someone about it!

Elizabeth: Tell me, please, tell me!

Victor: I can't, I can't tell anyone! I wish I could tell you, but I can't!
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